
Course Description

We live in an active and changing world that holds both promise and peril for the international 
system.  This course is designed to provide you with some of the analytical concepts and tools 
necessary to make sense of the various issues facing the international system today.  To do this, 
the course is divided into four sections.  In the first section we will cover some of the basic 
events that have shaped our world and the concepts and theories that are used to help explain 
these events and predict the future.  The final three sections of the course will build upon this 
foundation and examine the international system in the areas of international conflict, 
international political economy, and transnational politics.

Course Objectives

This is a general education course with both global (GL) and social and behavioral science 
(GSB) markers, and the student learning objectives for this course have been designed with 
both in mind.  By the end of this course you should be able to:

� Define different types of actors and identify their interests within the international system.
� Explain how these actors interact within the areas of international conflict, international 

political economy, and transnational politics.
� Apply theories of international relations--e.g., realism, liberalism, and constructivism--to 

explain and predict outcomes within these areas of international politics.
� Use basic research methods to investigate issues and topics within international politics.

Course Requirements

Discussions (45%)

You will participate in 12 discussion forums throughout the course, and your 9 highest grades 
will each count for 5 percent of your final course grade.  You are expected to post two 
contributions to each forum if you wish to earn any credit.  The first contribution must be a 
response to the assigned prompt for the forum and the second contribution must be a 
constructive response to one of your classmates.  A very general rubric for the grading of your 
discussion forum contributions is listed below.

You will receive a zero on a forum unless the first required contribution to that forum is 
posted by 10:00pm Eastern on the final date for that topic, NO EXCEPTIONS.  You will not 
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receive credit for contributions made after 10:00pm Eastern on the final date for that topic.  Please keep 
in mind that your three lowest discussion grades will be dropped; meaning you can receive 
zeros on three forums and still do well on your discussion grade.  This feature--i.e., dropping 1/4 
of the 12 discussion grades--has been included to help facilitate any Summer plans you may 
have that might cause you to miss a forum for whatever reason; however, you must participate in 
at least one forum for each of our four units--i.e., make the first required contribution by the 
due date--otherwise your final grade will be penalized 10%.

Final dates for discussions: Unit #1 June 30, July 2, 4; Unit #2 July 8, 10, 12; Unit #3 July 16, 
18, 20; and Unit #4 July 24, 26, 28.

Contribution Guidelines: Your first contribution to each forum should be approximately 250 to 
500 words in length while your second contribution should be as long as necessary to offer an 
insightful and constructive response to your classmate.  Simply stating you agree with what 
somebody has to say is not considered insightful or constructive for the purposes of your grade.  

Each of your discussion postings will be graded on a 25-point scale: 10 points for the overall 
originality and thoughtfulness of your first contribution, 5 points for the constructiveness of 
your second contribution, 5 points for your use of reputable resources, and 5 points for the 
technical writing of your posting.  Please keep in mind that an average answer will receive a 
grade of 20 out of 25.  

The cost of not responding to your classmates in an insightful and constructive manner 
could be steep.  If you only make the first contribution by the due date, for example, then the 
most your could receive for that forum would be a 20; however, an average response in this 
situation is more likely to receive a 16.  That 16 translates into a letter grade equal to a D for that 
discussion.  At the end of the course your total discussion grade is the number that I will look at 
if I am considering whether or not to round up a grade that is close to the line.  For example, if 
you final course grade is an 82.5, I will only round up if your final discussion grade is a B or 
higher.

Although required, the Icebreaker is not one of these graded forums; your final grade will be 
penalized 10% if you fail to complete the icebreaker.

Unit Exams (45%)

You will complete four unit exams throughout the course, and your three highest grades will 
each count for 15 percent of your final course grade.  The exams will include two parts, 4 short 
essays worth 15 percent and 1 long essay worth 40 percent.  The exams are not cumulative.  The 
short essay questions will cover specific chapters and unit topics in the lesson notes while the 
long essay question will draw together the overarching themes of the unit.  The final grade you 
receive on each exam might be curved if the class average on that exam falls below an 80 
percent; however, no student will receive a grade higher than 100 percent on an exam.

You will receive a zero on any section of an exam that has not been submitted by 10:00pm 
Eastern on the final date for that exam period, NO EXCEPTIONS.  This includes any situation 
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where you encounter technical difficulties with Blackboard itself.  Instead, you should try to 
complete both sections much earlier in the exam period so that we have time to deal with any 
technical problems that might arise well before the exam is due.  As with the discussions, your 
lowest grade will be dropped in part to provide some flexibility should your summer schedule 
require you to miss one of the exam periods.

Final dates for exams: Unit #1 July 6, Unit #2 July 14, Unit #3 July 22, and Unit #4 July 30.

Short Essay Guidelines: At 8:00am Eastern on the first day of an exam period you will receive 
an email with a list of eight possible short essay questions.  Once you are ready to take this 
section of the exam you will need to log into Blackboard where you will be presented with four 
of these questions, one at a time, and you will have 45 minutes total to type up and submit your 
answers.  Each answer will be graded on your ability to synthesize the material from the course.  
Please keep in mind that an average answer will receive a grade of 12 out of 15.

Essay Guidelines: You will not receive a copy of the long essay in advance.  Instead, once you 
feel ready to take this section of the exam you will need to log into Blackboard and there you 
will be presented with a long essay that pulls together some of the general topics from that unit.  
Once you begin this section you will have 30 minutes total to type up and submit your answer.  
Your answer will be graded on your ability to synthesize the material from the course.  Please 
keep in mind that an average answer will receive a grade of 32 out of 40.

Final Project (10%)

From beginning to end this course is designed to teach you about how different people think 
about international relations and help you arrive at your own conclusions about how the world 
works.  With that in mind you will build your own theory of international relations and submit 
it during the final section of the course.  Your theory will include five parts that correspond to 
the four main units of the course plus a part that explains how the future might look under your 
theory.  Each part should be between 250 and 500 words in length.  It should include both a 
general discussion of the elements you find important and specific, real-world examples.

Final project due August 1 at 5:00pm.

Part 1: The best place to start your theory of international relations is to lay out the basic 
elements that you view as important.  Here you should examine the actors, interests and causes, 
and interactions that you feel are most important for international relations.  Your description 
should include both the general features of the actors, interests, and causes that you believe are 
important and at least one real-world example to help demonstrate what you mean.

Part 2: The second part of your  theory should explain why there are wars and what, if 
anything, can be done to prevent wars.  Here you should demonstrate how your basic elements 
would explain the deep causes of wars and when you believe conflict will be more or less likely 
in international relations.  Your description should include both the general features of the 
actors, interests, and causes that you believe are important in international conflict and at least 
one real-world example to help demonstrate what you mean.
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Part 3: The third part of your theory should explain complex phenomena like globalization.  
Here you should demonstrate how your basic elements would explain the economic aspects of 
international relations like international trade, international finance, development, and 
globalization. Your description should include both the general features of the actors, interests, 
and causes that you believe are important in international political economy and at least one 
real-world example to help demonstrate what you mean.

Part 4: The fourth part of your theory should explain the various forms of transnational politics 
encountered in the international system.  Here you should demonstrate how your basic 
elements would explain the role of transnational groups like terrorists, issues of human rights, 
and the environment.  Your description should include both the general features of the actors, 
interests, and causes that you believe are important in transnational politics and at least one 
real-world example to help demonstrate what you mean.

Part 5: The final part of your theory is the place where you get to predict where the 
international system is headed in the future.  Here you should demonstrate how your basic 
elements would help explain your own predictions, and whether or not they are similar to those 
described in your textbook or in the online notes about the future.  Your description should 
include both the general features of the actors, interests, and causes that you believe are 
important for shaping the future of international relations and at least one real-world example 
to help demonstrate what you mean.

Other Guidelines & Information

The information included within the syllabus should be a reliable guide for the course, its 
requirements, its policies, and the schedule.  However, this information is subject to change as 
the course progresses and, therefore, you may not claim any rights based solely on the syllabus.  
Official announcements are always made on the “Announcements” page of the course site in 
Blackboard.  In the absence of more recent announcements, however, the following guidelines 
are not negotiable and will be strictly adhered to during this course:

Attendance: Although we do not have a traditional attendance policy since this is an online 
course, you should still make an effort to log into Blackboard at least once every 24-48 hours.  
Especially important messages will be posted on Blackboard and emailed to you and it is 
imperative that you check these places regularly should there be any changes to the course or 
should we need to address any sort of general technical issues.

Etiquette: If you have concerns about something posted in any of the forums or wish to have 
your own posts removed, please contact me and explain the situation so that I may look into it 
myself.  More generally, however, I reserve the right to delete any forum postings, particularly if 
the contribution contains personal attacks against your fellow classmates.  By and large, I am a 
firm believer in the free exchange of ideas and will generally not censor any forum so long as 
the discussions, and any potential disagreements, are about the ideas themselves and not attacks 
directed at others in the class.
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Grades: It is my belief that there is an average level of quality that I can expect to see from my 
students.  This average level of work will typically earn a grade between 75 percent and 85 
percent on exams and papers.  Only varying levels of exceptional work will receive grades above 
an 85 percent.  Letter grades will be assigned using the following scale: A 93% and higher; A- 
90-92.99; B+ 87-89.99; B 83-86.99; B- 80-82.99; C+ 77-79.99; C 73-76.99; C- 70-72.99; D+ 
67-69.99; D 63-66.99; D- 60-62.99; F 59.99 and below.

Late Work: Late work will NOT be accepted.  Both the abbreviated Summer schedule and the 
online nature of this course prevent accommodations from being made should something come 
up that interferes with your ability to complete the work in this course on time.  The complete 
schedule is listed below along with the due dates for all discussions, exams, and the final 
project.  Please ensure that you are available to complete these assignments on time.  Keep in 
mind that your three lowest discussion grades and one lowest exam grade will be dropped.

Accommodations: UNCG seeks to comply fully with the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA). Students requesting accommodations based on a disability must be registered with the 
Office of Disability Services in 215 Elliott University Center, 334-5440, ods.dept.uncg.edu.

Student Conduct Code: The Academic Integrity Policy of UNCG is in effect in this class and all 
others at the University.  I am committed to treating violations of this policy seriously and urge 
all students to become familiar with its terms set out at academicintegrity.uncg.edu.

Required Readings

Frieden, Jeffry A., David A. Lake, and Kenneth A. Schultz.  2010.  World Politics: Interests, 
Interactions, Institutions.  New York, NY: W.W. Norton & Company. (a.k.a. World Politics)

Additional reading assignments listed on the course schedule will be posted as PDF files on 
Blackboard.  The list of assigned readings is subject to change as the semester progresses; 
however, I will inform you of any additions or changes in advance.

Recommended Readings: Given the nature of what the material covered in this course, I 
strongly recommend that you follow world news and events from BBC News (news.bbc.co.uk), 
The Economist (economist.com), and The International Herald Tribune (global.nytimes.com).  
You can also check delicious.com/anvanlieatuncg/news to see what stories have caught my eye. 

Course Schedule

Introduction

 27 - 28 June Introduction to the International System
  Readings: World Politics Introduction
  Icebreaker: Introduce yourself to your classmates.
   Introduction due by 10pm June 28.

PSC 240 - The International System

PSC 240, Summer 2011 5



The Basic Elements

 29 - 30 June A Brief History
  Readings: World Politics Chapter 1; Lesson Notes
  Discussion: What event shaped our world the most?
   Both contributions due by 10pm June 30.

 1 - 2 July Actors, Causes, and Levels
  Readings: World Politics Chapter 2; Lesson Notes
  Discussion: What ‘cause’ matters the most for our world?
   Both contributions due by 10pm July 2.

 3 - 4 July The “-isms” of International Relations
  Readings: Lesson Notes
  Discussion: The “-isms” and the prisoner’s dilemma.
   Both contributions due by 10pm July 4.

 5 - 6 July Exam 1: The Basic Elements
   Both parts completed by 10pm July 6.

International Conflict

 7 - 8 July War and Peace
  Readings: World Politics Chapter 3; Lesson Notes
  Discussion: Will we ever stop fighting one another?
   Both contributions due by 10pm July 8.

 9 - 10 July Domestic Politics and War
  Readings: World Politics Chapter 4; Lesson Notes
  Discussion: Will spreading democracy spread peace?
   Both contributions due by 10pm July 10.

 11 - 12 July International Institutions
  Readings: World Politics Chapter 5; Lesson Notes
  Discussion: Has NATO outlived its usefulness?
   Both contributions due by 10pm July 12.

 13 - 14 July Exam 2: International Conflict
   Both parts completed by 10pm July 14.

International Political Economy

 15 - 16 July International Trade
  Readings: World Politics Chapter 6; Lesson Notes
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  Discussion: Does North Carolina win or lose from trade?
   Both contributions due by 10pm July 16.

 17 - 18 July International Finance
  Readings: World Politics Chapter 7; Lesson Notes
  Discussion: Why is international finance controversial?
   Both contributions due by 10pm July 18.

 19 - 20 July Development
  Readings: World Politics Chapter 9; Lesson Notes
  Discussion: What causes poverty in the developing world?
   Both contributions due by 10pm July 20.

 21 - 22 July Exam 3: International Political Economy
   Both parts completed by 10pm July 22.

Transnational Politics

 23 - 24 July Transnational Networks
  Readings: World Politics Chapter 10; Lesson Notes
  Discussion: What do groups resort to terrorism?
   Both contributions due by 10pm July 24.

 25 - 26 July Human Rights
  Readings: World Politics Chapter 11; Lesson Notes
  Discussion: Who does more for human rights, IGOs or NGOs?
   Both contributions due by 10pm July 26.

 27 - 28 July The Global Environment
  Readings: World Politics Chapter 12; Lesson Notes
  Discussion: Will we ever have a global environmental IGO?
   Both contributions due by 10pm July 28.

 29 - 30 July Exam 4: Transnational Politics
   Both parts completed by 10pm July 30.

The Future

 31 July - 1 August The Future of International Relations
  Readings: World Politics Chapter 13; Lesson Notes
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